USING THE BIBLE TO
ANSWER FAQS

ABOUT CHRISTIAN LIVING, CHURCH LIFE, AND
MORE
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What's the toughest question that you've

been asked about Christian life?



* Why is there so much pressure in Christian life?
Shouldn’t | serve based on my own convictions?

* How can we “reach the world” when we don't get

to do things that other people do (drink, party,

etc)?

i Why does it feel like Christian life is about a bunch

of do's and don'ts? Isn't that being legalistic?



.

-

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, that the man of God

may be complete, equipped for every good work.




2 Timothy 2:I5

Do your best to present yourself to God as one

approved, a worker who has no need to be

ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth

‘




Accountability &

Pressure

Why is there so much pressure in Christian life?
Why does everyone make me feel guilty if | don’t

do something? Shouldn’t | serve based on my '
own convictions?

A




Accountability & Pressure

Matt 28:19-20 | 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.

Heb 3:12-13 | 12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving
heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one
another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

Gal 5:17 | 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the
Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep

you from doing the things you want to do.
2 Cor |1:28 1| 28 And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my

anxiety for all the churches.



ABC’s

A - ACKNOWLEDGE
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Accountability &

Pressure

Why is there so much pressure in Christian life?
Why does everyone make me feel guilty if | don’t

do something? Shouldn’t | serve based on my '
own convictions?

A







: »
"“« * Pressure in Christian life is real
i | - iIntentional or not
) ' » Guilt is a real feeling
* It WOULD be nice to serve

based on our convictions




bible
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Matthew 28:19-20

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to

observe all that | have commanded you. And

behold, | am with you always, to the end of the

7

age.
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Matthew 28:20 (NIV)

and teaching them to OBEY everything |

have commanded you

bible
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Hebrews 3:12-13

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you

an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away

from the living God. But exhort one another every

day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of

you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.




TAKING CARE &

EXHORTING
MEANS

ACCOUNTABILITY &
TRANSPARENCY

- .
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Hebrews 3:12-13

Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an

evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away

day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of I

from the living God. But exhort one another every

you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.




Galatians 5:17

For the desires of the flesh are against the

spirit and the desires of the spirit are against

the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to

keep you from doing the things that you want to
do.
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RECAP - ACCOUNTABILITY &
PRESSURE

* Pressure is a reality in Christian life, intentional or not
A * Feeling guilty is a real possibility

* We really SHOULD serve based on our convictions

* Matt 28 - Teaching to obey is more than info transfer
* Heb 3 - Taking care and exhorting means accountability

* Gal 5 - Flesh and spirit in opposition creates internal pressure

* Pressure and accountability is like coaching and we willingly subject

C ourselves to it for growth in other areas of life like music

* Life is going to bring pressure, but what does it compel us to do?



Role of Work in

Christ

ian Life

IoN

life is through my profess

INng Iin

What if my call

or my occupation”? To glorify God through playing

my sport and having a platform or making some

iIscovery?

Ic d

tif

new scien




Role of Work

2 Cor 5:18-20

| Peter 2:9-10

Acts 20:34-35

Eph 4:28

18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be

5e§%?§/lcl>eude;(9e%0c9‘iosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous
light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received

mercy, but now you have received mercy.

34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with
me. 35 In all things | have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.”

28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so

that he may have something to share with anyone in need.
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acknowﬁdge



* We should work hard at our
jobs and perform well

 Leveraging your position for
God would be awesome

» Jobs are a blessing

acknow%dge



2 Corinthians 5:18-20

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, In
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the

message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors

for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.




| Peter 2:9

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the

excellencies of him who called you out of

darkness into his marvelous light.
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Matthew 28:19-20

Go therefore and make disciples of all

nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that | have
commanded you. And behold, | am with you

always, to the end of the age.”

bible
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OUR MAIN CALLING IS TO
GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES
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Acts 20:34-35

34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and
to those who were with me. 35 In all things | have shown you that by working
hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord

Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.™

Ephesians 4:28

28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with

his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone In

need.

bible
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PURPOSE OF WORK

1. PLACE FOR MINISTRY
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PURPOSE OF WORK

1. PLACE FOR MINISTRY
2. GROW IN CHARACTER
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PURPOSE OF WORK

1. PLACE FOR MINISTRY
2. GROW IN CHARACTER
3. SHARE WITH OTHERS



RECAP - ROLE OF WORK IN CHRISTIAN LIFE

* You should do well at your job and be a good witness
A * If you have a platform, leverage it for God

* Job is a blessing from God

* 2 Cor 5, | Peter | - Our identity is that of ambassador and priest
* Matt 28 - Our main calling is to GO and MAKE DISCIPLES
* Acts 20, Eph 4 - Our jobs are to provide for ourselves and others

* Does making tents and preaching the gospel equally glorify God?

C * All people have equal value, but not their work

* To fail to obey the Great Commission is to fail to obey God



Media

What's wrong with watching some media?
Shouldn’t we know what’s going on in culture to
be more relevant? Sure, a lot of today’s
entertainment contains sexual immorality, but this

s life. Isn’t it just art?



Media

| Cor 10:23 | 23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are

lawful,” but not all things build up.

8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is

Phil 4:8
just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if

there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about

these things.
9 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better

Matt 18:9

for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the

hell of fire.
15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the

| John 2:15-16

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the

world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of

life—is not from the Father but is from the world.






» Watching media isn't sin
e |t IS easier to have casual

convos if you're up to date

* Mainstream media is heavily

vl vich sexualized and Is hard to
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| Corinthians 10:23

“All things are lawful”, but not all things

are helpful. “All things are lawful”, but

nhot all things build up.




A
HELPFUL?

ES IT BUILD UP




Philippians 4:8

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure,

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable,
If there Is any excellence, if there is anything

worthy of praise, think about these things.

bible






Matthew 18:9

And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the

hell of fire.

bible
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| John 2:15-16

Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the

world—the desires of the flesh and the
desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not

from the Father but is from the world.



DESIRES OF THE EYES
DRAWS US FROM GOD

bible









RECAP - MEDIA

e It's not wrong to watch media. It’s not sin
A * It would be easier to have casual convos when your up-to-date

* Mainstream media has been largely sexualized

e | Cor 10 - Is what we're viewing helpful? Does it built up?
* Matt I8 - Take drastic action on things that could cause us to sin

* | John 2 - Desires of the eyes draw us away from God

 Our minds are filled with what we see - even Tetris

C * Story: because these girls didn’t watch the ads, their hearts weren'’t
bound up with this doll




Tips
« ABC's
e Cheat Sheet

* Practice




2 Corinthians 10:3-5

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not
waging war according to the flesh. For the
weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but
have divine power to destroy strongholds. We
destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of God, and take every

thought captive to obey Christ,
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